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Film fanatics give feedback
selected for the
Student Slam, an
invitation is sent
only to a select
few.
“I
selected
Evan and Matt because they are students who have a
keen appreciation
for other cultures
and
languages.
They are outstanding foreign language
students,
and I picked them
because I knew
they would represent our school
well,” said Broda.
Seniors Evan Copeland (left) and Matt Reinke stand
Reinke and
with Beth Steele Radisek, Director of Student Pro- Copeland went to
grams for the Cleveland International Film Festival.
the CIFF headPhoto courtesy of Denise Broda
quarters on Jan.
22. They watched
By Amy Smith
The Festival has a
two
full-length
films and
program called FilmSlam
For the past 34 years,
several
short
clips.
Reinke
which sets aside times
the Cleveland Internaand
Copeland
then
helped
during the day for high
tional Film Festival has
to
“grade”
each
one.
Their
school and middle school
been the premier film
rankings,
along
with
those
students to preview seevent in Ohio. Today the
of
other
students,
are
lected films. Seniors Matt
CIFF presents a full surcompiled
and
used
to
deReinke and Evan Copevey of contemporary inland were chosen to be a termine which films are
ternational and American
part of the Student Advi- shown to students during
independent filmmaking,
the actual festival.
sory Board.
with more than 150 feaReinke and CopeSpanish teacher Mrs.
tures and 130 short subland
both enjoyed one
Broda has been taking her
ject films from over 60
documentary
in particular
AP classes for the past 15
countries.
about
a
chess
team from
years, but in order to be

inner New York City.
“It was a different
topic than any movie or
documentary I have ever
seen before, which made it
interesting,” said Reinke.
“It was also funny, and I
love comedies. It was well
done and a very good production.”
The festival exposes
the students to different
cultures, and they also get
to interact with other students from surrounding
schools.
“The films were great.
The students had a lot of
talent. They worked very
hard on their films, and
the films deserve to have
a much greater audience,”
said Copeland.
The festival will be
taking place March 22April 1. The showings of
these films take place at
several different locations
in the Cleveland area,
such as the Tower City
Cinemas and the Capitol
Theatre.
“I learned to appreciate films not just for entertainment, but as an art
form,” said Reinke.

Choir hits all the right notes
By Taylor Powell
Copley’s
Concert
Chorale and Firestone’s
Jazz Band participated in
“An Evening with Josh
Rzepka & Scott Stein” on
Saturday, March 3, at The
Tangier Restaurant.
Rubber City Music
sponsored the benefit in
hopes to raise money for
both Copley’s and Firestone’s music programs.
Scott Stein, a renowned
composer, is a Copley High
School alumnus who, after
graduation, made a career
for himself in New York
City. Wanting to give back
to the program he was once
a part of, Stein collaborated with Firestone alumnus,
Josh Rzepka, now a composer and trumpeter, to organize a performance with
both schools’ best music

groups.
“It’s really neat that
we don’t compete with another school; on the contrary, we combine forces to
make some really awesome
music,” said choir director
Basil Kochan.
Both groups spent extra rehearsal time preparing for the concert, which
Kochan considered “far
from the norm.”
In addition to the
Copley and Firestone musicians, the group consisted
of Stein’s band and Rzepka’s band.
The songs, classified
as “country/folk,” were all
original pieces written and
composed by Stein.
Soloists included seniors Jonathan Gruich and
Fatima Smith and freshman Hallie Heffernan.

Musician and Copley alumnus Scott
Stein performed with the Concert Chorale and the Firestone Jazz Band as a
fundraiser for both schools’ music programs on March 3.
Photo courtesy of Manish Gosalia Photography

Parents at a recent meeting discuss the possibility
of switching to a 10-point grading scale.
Photo by Terriona Morgan

Making the grading
scale a perfect 10
By Austin Aten
While Copley students
continue to strive to achieve a
93 percent ‘A,’ students from
surrounding school districts are
breathing a bit easier knowing
that they only have to receive a
90 percent to get the same coveted grade.
In Ohio, 12 of the top 13
school districts are on, or have
switched to, the 10-point grading scale.
The most recent school system to make the switch from a
7-point to a 10-point scale is
Highland Local Schools. The
new scale will go into effect there
at the start of next year.
With the 10-point scale becoming more popular, “Copley
has begun exploring the option,
doing research on schools locally
and nationally, and seeing how
the change is affecting them,”
said Principal Mr. Ryba.
The main reason many
schools have started making the
transition to the 10-point scale
is to stay competitive with other
schools in the area.
Ryba explained that through
research, administrators and
guidance counselors are discovering, “Colleges are looking strictly
at GPA and not so much how
you got that GPA, or what scale
you were on.”
When Highland made the
switch to a 10 point scale, the
biggest deciding factor was how
a student’s GPA affected him or
her in the long-run.
“The seven-point scale
might keep a student’s overall
GPA down, and we did not want
the current seven-point scale to
impact any academic scholarship
opportunities for our students,”
said Highland Principal Mr. Addis.
Because of the reasons Addis

mentioned, the 10-point scale is
a hot topic among students, parents, and staff members. Ryba
held a meeting for parents on
Feb. 21 to discuss the 10-point
scale and the weighting of honors
classes. There was also a teacher
meeting Feb. 23 to discuss the
same topics.
“I believe it will put Copley
students on an even keel with
students from other schools,” said
Copley parent Fred Weisberg.
Many students are in favor
of changing to a 10-point scale.
“I want the scale to change
because it would help my grades,
and a lot of other schools have
already changed to it, so it is unfair that we have to work harder
for an ‘A,’” junior Colin Burton
said.
While most students feel the
change would be positive, some
teachers are concerned about the
possible ramifications of it.
“I would not be in favor of
a 10-point scale. When you set
the bar higher, you have to work
harder. The seven-point scale we
have now helps students develop
good work habits and perseverance,” said Spanish teacher Mr.
Hendrickson.
English teacher Mr. Malcolm agrees with Hendrickson’s
ideas and said, “Switching the
scale is negative; making success easier doesn’t make students
smarter. Lowering the bar just
lowers expectations.”
Science teacher Mrs. Mirman believes that Copley should
switch to the national standard of
a 10-point scale because it would
put Copley on the same scale as
other schools in the area.
According to Ryba, Copley
will not know what changes will
be made to the grading scale or
if honors classes will be weighted
until the end of the 2012 school
year.
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2011-12 winter sports season wrap-up

Freshman Madison Myers showcases her power in a meet.
Photo courtesy of Woodard Photography

Senior Leah Blachaniec drives
for a lay-up to score in the Copley
vs. Jackson game.
Photo courtesy of Woodard Photography

Girls Basketball
The girls basketball team finished its
season with a record of 3-17. Led by seniors
Emma Fish and Leah Blachaniec, the girls
took pride in beating Nordonia and keeping up with highly-ranked Wadsworth in the
district playoffs.
“Though our record shows that we were
not successful, I am extremely proud of our
team in that we continued to learn and gain
experience. I believe I speak for everyone in
saying that this was an extremely fun season
with an excellent group of girls,” said Fish.

Winning
Percentage

49%

Photo courtesy of Woodard Photography

Girls Swimming

Boys Swimming

The girls swimming season ended with
a third place finish in the Suburban League
and a 6-5 record overall. Freshman swimmer
Madison Myers added to the team’s success,
breaking four school records and making it
to state in two events. At the State meet, she
placed seventh in the 100 yard backstroke.
The team was led by many younger members
including junior captains Taylor Farber and
Abby Caye.
“It was a good season. Everyone tried
hard, and the team did really well with a 5-1
record in the Suburban League,” said Caye.

The boys swimming season ended with
another Suburban League title, winning
the League for the second straight year. The
swimmers finished the season with an 8-3
record and an undefeated Suburban League
record of 6-0. Adding to the team’s success,
senior captain Chris Lane broke the school
and pool record in the 100 yard breaststroke.
The team consisted of seniors Chris Lane
and Henry Signore.
“It was a successful season. Our goal was
to win League, and we achieved that,” said
junior captain Cooper Comstock

Wrestling
The wrestling team finished the
season off with a record of 7-7 and
a fifth place finish in the Suburban
League. The team consisted of seniors
Matt Nedolast, Jaleel Richardson, Jacob Rockoff, Jason Tomayko, Zach
Walker, and Isaiah Wheeler. Wheeler
made it to the State tournament.
“Having such a young team with
a lot of freshman starters, they fulfilled
the roll that was needed, and I’m definitely proud of them,” says Walker.
For the future of Copley wres- Sophomore Joe Rodriguez takes
tling, Walker says he would like to see down his Highland Hornet opponent.
the team beat Wadsworth and win the Photo courtesy of Woodard Photography
Suburban League.

Junior Kenny Paramore drives
to the basket during the game
against Revere.

Photo courtesy of Woodard Photography

Boys Basketball
Coached by Mark Dente and assistant
coach Steve Doss, the boys basketball team
finished its season with a winning record of
13-7. The boys were led by their three seniors: Alex Kormushoff, CJ Chatman, and
Devon Reif. Junior Kenny Paramore was
also named The Akron Beacon Journal’s Player
of the Week.
The program built support and raised
school spirit by passing out free apparel and
coining the phrase “Indian nation.”
“It was a long season and we worked
hard. At the beginning, our goal was to win
the Suburban League Championship. We
didn’t accomplish our goal but we are still
‘grizzy,’” said Kormushoff.
The team ended the season with a third
place finish in the Suburban League after losing to Jackson 76-95 in the Division I sectional tournament.

Wrestling

Boys Basketball

Girls Basketball

Boys Swimming

Total points- 1252

Minutes played - 960

Free Throw percentage - 52.8

Yards swam- 60,800

Number of pins - 109

Leading scorer Kenny Paramore (17.7 ppg)

Two-pointers made- 282

District Qualifiers- 7

Three-pointers made - 28

State Qualifiers- 1

Fouls- 305

Suburban League Champs- 6

Total wins- 264
Total decisions- 91

Copley’s overall winning
percentage for all varsity
sports during the winter
season

State ranked senior Chris Lane
swims the butterfly.

Leading number of assists CJ Chatman (4.8 apg)
Total points
scored1,427

Total minutes played- 640
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Six popular Apple apps to have in 2012
By Derek Brown

1.

2.

3.

5.

4.

6.

1) Pinterest- Mainly catering to females, this virtual pinboard’s mission is to “connect everyone in
the world through the ‘things’ they find interesting.” Browsing the pinboards of your friends and
strangers is a fun way to discover new ideas for
recipes, home decor, fashion, and much more.
In January 2012, comScore reported the site had
11.7 million unique users, making it the fastest
site in history to break through the 10 million
unique visitor mark.
2) Voxer is a walkie talkie app for smartphones,
which seems to be replacing texting. Send instant audio, text, photo and location messages
to one, or a group of friends. Contacts already
using Voxer will automatically appear in your
Voxer friends list, and you can send invites to
Facebook friends and contacts to use the app.
3) Instagram- This free Apple app allows
users to edit photographs with over 17 different effects. Users can share pictures with
a variety of social networks, and the unique
square shape of the photo pays homage to
Kodak Polaroids.
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“We Write Good”
- 2011-12 Journalism Staff

The Melt offers
new spin on
childhood staple
By Nikki Steffen
As a child, do you remember taking
your first bite of that perfectly toasted bread,
stuffed with melted cheese? The grilled
cheese, what used to be Mom’s specialty, is now becoming a
trend for many people
and restaurants, especially The Melt.
The Melt is
a gourmet grilled
cheese restaurant
in
Lakewood,
Ohio. Described
by owner Matt
Fish as “comfort food
dressed up,” his “bar and
grilled” offers nearly thirty
grilled cheese creations, such as the
“Purple Parma,” “The Lake Erie Monster,”

4) Sleep Cycle is an alarm clock that uses
the accelerometer in the iPhone to monitor
movement and identify sleep phases. It then
uses a 30 minute alarm window that ends at
your set alarm time and wakes you in your
lightest sleep phase to help you begin your
day rested and relaxed.
5) Emoji is the Japanese term for the picture characters or emoticons used in Japanese electronic messages and webpages.
Originally meaning pictograph, the word
literally means “picture” + moji “letter.” This
app allows users to add emoticons to texts,
notes and emails. There are over 460 icons
to choose from. You can add anything from
a simple smiley face to different assortments
of animals.
6) Temple Run centers around Guy Dangerous and other explorers who steal an idol
from an ancient temple. The object of the
game is to “run” from demonic monkeys
and avoid obstacles along the way. Collect
coins to increase your score, and join the rest
of the Temple Run fanatics who made this
game one of the 50 most-downloaded apps
in December 2011.
and “Municipal Stadium Magic.”
Just as a homemade grilled cheese and
a bowl of tomato soup always warms the
spirit, The Melt’s atmosphere is no different. Its urban artwork and casually dressed,
tattooed servers create a cool, hipster vibe,
which distracts from what can be an unusually long wait, depending on the day or
time. I went with a group of friends on a
Saturday around 6, and our wait was three
hours long – but well worth it.
Quirky touches abound in this restaurant, beginning with the process to “get in
line.” Rather than giving them my own
name to be called when they were ready for
our party, I had to draw a name from
a pumpkin – yes, a pumpkin. With that, The Melt
christened me “Doom
Song,” a name
which I’m still trying to decipher.
While our
group’s
name
caused confusion,
the Melt’s menu
generated salivation.
Each month, the menu
features new grilled cheese
specialties, like The 6 Degrees of
Kevin Bacon melt and The Cowabunga Pizza
Roll Melt. It also offers the infamous Melt
Challenge, a “monster grilled cheese featuring 13 different cheeses, 3 slices of grilled
bread and a pile of hand-cut fries & slaw.”
Equaling over five lbs. of food, this sandwich
lured Man v. Food host Adam Richman to
Cleveland.
I opted to order the Parmageddon,
which is loaded with pierogies, fresh kraut,
grilled onions, and sharp cheddar. When it
arrived, I thought I had my own challenge set
before me. This was one huge grilled cheese,
a massive pile of fries, and a generous helping
of cole slaw. I was only able to eat half of my
sandwich before throwing in the towel.
One might expect a large bill to match
the portion sizes; however, I felt like I received more for my money. The sandwiches
average between $8-12. In the end, I walked,
er waddled, out of The Melt satisfied with
my experience.
If Mom’s grilled cheese ever stops satisfying the taste buds, I recommend The Melt.
And if you don’t have time to drive to Cleveland, check out The Lockview in downtown
Akron, which offers more local, gooey creations.
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Cleveland rapper spits bars...and sometimes lands behind them
By Derek Brown
Richard Colson Baker, better
known as Machine Gun Kelly (MGK)
is Cleveland’s new up and coming rapper who seems to have taken over the
title “Bad Boy.” He earns the title not
only because he signed a deal with
the Young and Reckless Clothing line
or even the signing with Diddy's Bad
Boy Records, but with his “I do what I
want, when I want” attitude.
The hometown rapper is known
for his mixtapes: 100 Words and Running, Lace Up, and Rage Pack. He has
also been featured in the magazine
XXL, and he was named the Hottest
Breakthrough MC of 2011 by MTV.
In late 2010, MGK released Lace
Up, which features the hometown anthem "Cleveland" now played at Cleveland Cavaliers home games. He loves his
fans and his hometown and has made a
few songs which incorporate Cleveland
into them. In the song “Salute,” MGK
says, “I swear my fans are my fam, took
it from the bottom and we never going
back again, Lace Up, Cleveland's on
the map again.”
Every track on Lace Up contains
heavy-hitting beats and a smooth lyrical flow. MGK definitely raps with a
chip on his shoulder and makes it apparent in all of his songs. He describes

the problems and struggles he has had
to overcome to get where he is now.
In the song “The Return” MGK says,
“I’ve experienced some things that will
stop you from eating, my schizophrenic
cousin tried to end my life while I’m
sleeping, my bummy uncle wanna call
now that he sees me succeeding, my
momma left me for a teacher, lost my
dad to the preaching, half my friends
are buried six feet, all the rest in the
precinct, literally watched my grandmother die from diabetes.”
Aside from his lyrics, there are
other ways this rapper has displayed a
softer side.
MGK entered our hearts when our
community lost Copley junior Autumn
Johnson in a tragic shooting, and he was
thoughtful enough to post a picture of
Autumn and himself on Twitter and
Facebook with the caption, “Speechless
right now. Just got news that Autumn
Johnson, one of my fans and native
Ohioans was shot and killed.” He also
posted if the family needs anything to
“please let me know.”
MGK’s third and most anticipated
mixtape Rage Pack is full of furious
rhymes and epic flows. This mixtape
is not as deep and meaningful as Lace
Up, but it is an interesting mix of “rage”
type party music, which is what his style

is starting to transform into.
With his popularity among his
hometown fans, he organized a flash
mob at SouthPark Mall. After multiple
warnings by mall security to not jump
on a table, he jumped up onto a food
court table and was arrested by the
Strongsville Police. Hours afterwards,
he announced on Twitter that he had
been released and added, "If having fun
with my fans means I have to get arrested, then keep the cuffs out.” MGK
was fined and banned from the mall.
Only time will tell if this “wild
boy” will be able to tame himself long
enough to keep putting out the mixtapes that have catapulted him into
fame.
Did You Know...?
• Growing up, MGK lived in almost a
dozen places, including Egypt and Kuwait.
• His mom left him when he was only
nine years old.
• MGK’s biggest musical influence is
DMX.
• He was named “Machine Gun Kelly”
when he was 15 for his rapid fire delivery.
• He is the first rapper to win a Talent
Show at the Apollo Theater.
• He has worked at Chipotle.
• He has a daughter, Casie.
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Copley students lean
toward college credit
Ninth and Tenth Grade Applicants:
•3.75 cumulative GPA
•26 ACT score or an 1150 SAT math and
critical reading combined score
•Letter of Recommendation from a guidance
counselor
•Write a 500 word essay
•A grade of at least B+ in all English courses
9th and 10th grade students may enroll in
only one course per semester
Eleventh and Twelfth Grade Applicants:
• 3.30 cumulative GPA with a 24 ACT composite or 1110 SAT math and critical reading composite score or;
• 3.50 cumulative GPA with ACT/SAT scores
for placement purposes
11th and 12th grade students may enroll in
14 credits per semester

Students and parents gather at College Planning Night to
learn more information about Post Secondary Option.
Photo by Taylor Beard

By Iman AbdoulKarim
In the fall, senior Chrissy Suh cheered on the sidelines
for the varsity football team, and this month, she helped
her fellow National Honors Society members at the recent
dodgeball tournament. Suh will graduate with the class of
2012 this spring; however, despite her involvement in extracurricular activities, she is hard to find in the halls of CHS.
Suh is one of 17 seniors enrolled in Post Secondary Option. Instead of taking classes at CHS, Suh is one of the few
participants taking on a full course load at The University of
Akron.
The number of Copley students following in Suh’s footsteps is expected to increase next fall. Senate Bill 140 offers
high school graduation credits and/or college credits to high
school students enrolled in college courses. The bill outlines
the procedures and requirements necessary to participate in
Post Secondary Option, and an informational meeting for
students and their parents was held on Feb. 23.
The bill offers two options for students accepted in the
program. Option A permits eligible students to enroll in college courses for college credits; however, they are required
to pay tuition and all other costs. Option B permits eligible
students to enroll full-time or part-time in college courses
for college and high school graduation credit. CHS pays for
tuition, books, parking passes, and all other expenses for students in Option B. On average, this will save a student over
$12,000 a year.
Copley partners with The University of Akron, Kent
State University, Cuyahoga Community College, and Stark
State.
“I really like the idea of free college credit while still
in high school, and since The University of Akron is a 15
minute drive from my house, it is a really good opportunity,”
said junior David Kahwaji, part-time PSO student. “It also

really helps me get an understanding of what college courses
are like.”
Students who do not want to leave their high school environment can gain college credit through Advanced Placement classes. In May, the AP exam is given to students interested in receiving college credit for the class. The student’s
exam score and the institute’s policies determine how many
credits the student can earn.
Suh decided against AP classes because PSO “seemed
better because it offers both college and high school credit, and you don’t have to pay to take the AP test.” Suh also
claims that the classes at The University of Akron “are often
easier than Advanced Placement classes.”
Junior Keval Yerigeri has taken a number of AP classes
at CHS, but he is debating between enrolling in full-time
post-secondary classes or graduating early. He is hoping “to
test himself in the real world where things really count” and
have a “variety of classes.”
Taking a college class through either of the programs
does not guarantee those credits will transfer over to another
school.
“The problem comes when the student wants to transfer
those credits to a bigger or out-of-state college, and depending on the university, they will either accept them or take
them as elective credits,” said Guidance Counselor Mrs. Magensky.
Magensky feels that the Post-Secondary Option is most
beneficial for students who don’t qualify to take AP classes
but who are still interested in getting a head start in earning
college credits.
Students interested in either program are encouraged to
make an appointment with their guidance counselor to find
out more information.

“I’m all about the
illegal music. You
gotta take what’s
given to you.”
-Sophomore
Austin Grant

“I don’t want to pay for
music when I can go to
YouTube and get it for
free.”
-Freshman
Raeann Held

Free music:
For or
Against?
“The government has a
right to do that because
if they didn’t, the artists
wouldn’t make any money.”
-Junior
Heather Stearns

Free music comes with a price

Demonstrators gather to protest
PIPA.
Photo courtesy of www.news.com.au

By LaQuisha Hilton
With the national average of $3.65 for
a gallon of gas, people are trying to cut costs

elsewhere, and eliminating paying 99 cents
per song on iTunes happens to be a start.
Websites like FrostWire, Napster, Reverb Nation, Pure Volume and Noise Trade
are free music sharing websites which are increasing in popularity among users; however,
some government officials are not in favor of
them.
Texas Republican Lamar Smith, along
with 12 co-sponsors, introduced The Stop
Online Piracy Act on Oct. 26 of last year.
It is one of two bills created in hopes to stop
illegal free music sharing. SOPA would allow
the government to shut down any websites
that contain copyrighted material.
The other bill, PIPA, which stands for
the Public IP Act, is a reorganized form of
the 2010 Combating Online infringement
and Counterfeits Act. PIPA would allow the
US government unconstitutional amounts

of power regarding its ability to censor citizens’ access to the internet.
Many online social websites have protested against the bills. On Jan. 18, Wikipedia performed a “blackout” for 24 hours.
The same day, Google posted a censorship
sign over its logo. When users clicked on
the logo, it took them to an “End Piracy,
Not Liberty” petition. According to Google
spokesperson Christine Chen, there are
more than seven million signatures at the
moment.
Frequenters of YouTube are also worried about ramifications if the bills pass. The
bills would forbid users to record themselves
singing songs. Major social networks, like
Facebook and Twitter, would also be forced
to patrol their users’ content to ensure posted
videos, links, etc. do no contain pirated content.

“I remember when I
was young everyone
would download music
illegally on Napster,
and today I would
never think of doing
that.”
-Technology Specialist
Nicole Meyer
Whenever sophomore Jasmine Roberts
wants to download music, she uses different
websites other than buying it from the Apple
store. Roberts obtains her music free of price
by downloading songs from Youtube and
converting each song to an mp3.
“I probably use iTunes once a month.
I’m not really afraid of the government fining me because a lot of people use the free
music sharing website,” she said.
Sophomore Gael Reyes is against both
of the bills. “The bills will affect everyone
if they are passed,” said Reyes. Reyes uses
iTunes almost every other week. Although
she does not use free music sharing websites,
she says that “iTunes is really expensive.”
Originally, it was planned that legislatures would vote on the bills on Jan. 24;
however, because of the current uproar, lawmakers have delayed their decision.
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Good health goes up in smoke

Despite the risks, many young adults are choosing to go to hookah
bars as a way to relax and socialize with friends.
Photo courtesy of www.insidershealth.com

By Taylor Powell
A group of close friends walk in and sit down in a
lounge-styled bar. After looking over the menu, they order.
The atmosphere is cool, relaxed, and music plays in the background. The “waiter” brings the order, setting it down in the
middle of the group, along with a pair of tongs. The pipe
has two different hoses with mouthpieces on the end, and
a hot coal sits on the top of the uniquely-shaped contraption. Each friend takes a hose and begins to puff away at the
fruity-flavored smoke.
Recently, hookah bars have become more popular
among teenagers and young adults as a place to relax, chat
with friends, get a bite to eat, or just be a part of the local
nightlife. However, this trend’s risks are possibly being overlooked by the people who choose to participate in it.
Hookahs are water pipes that originated in Turkey more
than 500 years ago. They are usually glass or metal, and
shaped like a bottle, with hoses that stem off from the pipe
for smoking a flavored tobacco called shisha.
The shisha in hookahs contain the same chemicals found
in all tobacco, including nicotine, says East County Magazine. In 45-60 minutes, a person who is smoking hookah
inhales the equivalent of 100 or more cigarettes.
Some people believe myths that the smoke is filtered by
the water in the pipe. Thomas Eissenberg, a psychology professor at Virginia Commonwealth University and co-author
of a hookah study found that the smoke passing through the

Hookah bars, including Akron-based Miraj (pictured above), draws
the young adult crowd.
Photo by Terriona Morgan

water is not being filtered. Instead, he says that “every risk
of cigarette smoking is also associated with water pipes.” His
study showed that hookah “delivers 36 times more tar than
a cigarette, 15 times more carbon monoxide and 70 percent
more nicotine.”
Smoking hookah can lead to bronchitis, emphysema,
heart disease and even viruses transferred by sharing mouth
pieces, said Serena Chen, executive director of the American
Lung Association of California in San Francisco.
With the many risks involved with it, hookah remains
a trend. Since it’s smoked less often than cigarettes and in a
more attractive and less-expensive way, smokers see hookah
more as a social activity than an unhealthy addiction.
“It’s very relaxing and chill,” said senior Jake Harvey,
who thinks that people
overlook the harmful effects of hookah because it’s
simply available, different,
and legal. “I don’t think
you smoke hookah nearly
as much as you smoke cigarettes every day, but I heard
it’s worse for you.”
Kept within the doors
of an eighteen or older environment, hookah may
not be the biggest risk to
teenagers and young adults

at this moment in time. But, just like occasional movie theaters, hookah bars do not always card their participants.
“Underage people can do it very easily because some
[hookah bars] don’t card. But should they do it? No, because
it’s not legal,” said Harvey.
Even if a bar does have participants show their IDs,
many teenagers purchase pipes and find their own places to
smoke.
Locally there are a number of hookah bars including:
Miraj, Karma Kafe, Cleopatra’s Herbal Hookah Lounge, and
Barbeesha Hookah Bar. With so many popular and accessible hookah bars in the area, the trend does not seem to be
going anywhere, anytime soon.

March 8, 2012

Copley High School Drumbeat

4

Opinion

What We Think
High School Credit?
High school is a time for late nights,
basketball games, month-long relationships
and struggling to get home before curfew. Although it’s an essential experience that each
college-bound student will endure, time has
changed the line dividing high school and
college.
With the constant competition of class
rank, the increasing difficulty of college, and
most importantly, the rising cost of college
tuition, more students are choosing to take
Advanced Placement and Post-Secondary
classes with hopes to earn college credit
while still in high school. Skeptics may think
that these students are missing out on an important experience, but what they are really
avoiding is the burden to come with college:
debt.
According to TIME magazine, the college classes of 2011 are the most in-debt
group of graduates. Upon graduation, the average debt for students this year is $22,900.
This is an “eight percent increase over last
year, and a 47 percent increase over a decade
ago,” said TIME writer Kayla Webley.
College tuition, on average, annually
raises five percent. To attend The University
of Akron, an Ohio resident must foot costs
of $9,244.56 for tuition, a $300 transportation fee, and also expect to pay around $900
for books and supplies. Totaling around
$10,500, the price does not even include the
various costs of housing and meal plans.
In addition to the rising cost of tuition,

the economy is in crisis. Therefore parents of
students are either losing their jobs or not
able to afford as much as they could a decade
ago. These problems all result in students
having to take out more loans, and then start
their lives after graduation in debt.
AP courses and Post-Secondary classes
provide students with the opportunity to
earn college credit, while still in high school.
For most universities, a score of four or five
can convert to credit in college, meaning
students may not have to take select classes.
Not having to take a class can save students a
significant amount of money. Just one threecredit course at The University of Akron
costs $1,000.44.
Post-Secondary classes also aid in the
cost of college tuition, and seem to be an
even more economical choice than paying
for AP exams. Students that take courses at
The University of Akron get books for free,
a parking pass, and credit for both college
and high school. A parking pass at Akron U
costs $150. Post-Secondary students get all
of these essentials for merely the cost of gas
used driving to campus each day.
There are a number of other benefits to
taking college courses in high school. AP
courses can raise GPAs with the five-point
credit, something that colleges are now starting to pay more attention to. AP classes also
introduce students to the rigor of a college
class, which could better students’ academic
achievement after graduation.

Aten’s
Annotations
My life according to Timeline
By Austin Aten
I have been a member of Facebook for
over three years now. During that time, I
have played five different sports, had two
jobs, and graduated middle school. According to 51 percent of my status updates, I was
completely obsessed with sports, as over half
my posts involved tennis, golf, baseball, or
an Ohio sports team.
I know all this because of Facebook’s
new feature, Timeline, which went into effect on Jan. 29, 2012. The addition to Mark
Zuckerberg’s creation allows users to view
any statuses, posts, pictures, or comments,
on their “friends’” Facebook profiles with
just a few mouse clicks. This reverse chronological list neatly organizes my Facebook past
and makes it all too easy to reminisce – and
cringe.

COPLEY HIGH SCHOOL
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2009: I joined Facebook on Feb. 13,
2009. During that year, I accumulated 456
friends. Looking back, I went a little overboard with the friend requests, seeing as how
I probably talk to only 10 of those “friends”
now. I had 23 wall posts, two for my birthday. I can tell I was not the most popular kid
on the block. My profile picture was of me
playing baseball; I have not played baseball
in two and a half years.
As I kept scrolling through 2009, I
reached freshman year. Until now, I had attempted to forget my days with braces until
I was not-so-gently reminded by an album
from my first high school dance. At least my
nerdy braces matched my spiky hair in the
pictures.
As I continue into October, I have five
statuses on how miserable I was feeling as I
was home sick for a week with the swine flu
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Executive director of AP Curriculum
and Assessment for The College Board, Auditi Chakravarty, reported that “students who
succeed on even one AP exam tend to have
better college outcomes – such as a higher
first-year and four-year GPA – than similar
students without that AP experience.”
If students choose to take classes at a local university for Post-Secondary, they will
become accustomed to the college atmo-

sphere.
While it may be a difficult decision to
forego some of your high school experience,
the nature of the economy and the rising
costs of education make it next to impossible
to pass up inexpensive or free college credit.
This small sacrifice could make a big difference in your financial future.

– yet another thing I had tried to block out
of my memory. Thank you, Facebook.
2010: I only received 31 wall posts, but
on a positive note, 24 people wrote “Happy
Birthday” on my wall. As I began scrolling
through 2010, the first thing that stands out
is a tennis album from my freshman season.
It reminded me of the great times I had with
my team, especially the picture of me with
the seniors at the Suburban League tournament.
On July 8, I posted the following status: “Seven years ago we should have drafted
Carmelo.” That was the day LeBron left, and
like many, I can remember exactly where I
was when I watched “The Decision.” And to
think, now he wants to come back?
A wall post from Nov. 22 really stood
out to me. Someone had the nerve to ask,
“So are you actually good at tennis??”
Who would even ask that? Of course
I’m good; I’m Austin Aten.
2011: I had 115 wall posts and added
138 friends. The huge increase of wall posts
left me feeling like the most popular kid
around. Last summer seemed to be the peak
of my Facebook career as my wall was filled
with posts, pictures, and inside jokes.
However, as the year progressed, my Fa-

cebook use went down. Twitter started to
take over and my last status on Facebook was
on Sept. 10, 2011. The status was “It’s great
to be great.” I’m not really sure what that
meant, and I guess other people did not get
it either as only one person “liked” it.
My first relationship change was on
Dec. 8, 2011, three weeks after my girlfriend
and I started dating. Somehow making it
Facebook official seemed to elevate the relationship to another level.
2012: Now all Facebook consists of for
me is writing a few things on my friends’
walls and seeing and posting pictures, but,
looking back, I feel like I had a pretty good
run. I accumulated 929 friends, 104 pictures, 108 likes, 146 status updates, and 174
wall posts.
On the opinion site Sodahead, 70 percent of Facebook users recently disapproved
of Timeline. Many complain that embarrassing photos or posts from the past are
far too easy to access, and I experienced this
first-hand. (Remember the braces?) Yet even
though Facebook allows users to hide these
“blasts from the past,” I chose to keep mine.
I say, look back, enjoy it, and laugh.
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AP students sound off with satires
Often times, an English essay is uninteresting, informational, and not humorous. Most students dread receiving a new assignment because they are long and essentially not fun to write.
However, the AP English students, taught by Mrs. Amy Davis, were given a chance to write satires on a topic of their choice. Here are a couple of the most entertaining essays written by
seniors Leah Blachaniec and Melisa Tektas.

Texting is gr8r than MLA Style
By Melisa Tektas
Dear Copley School Board,
Everyone knows that it is easier to write in text language rather than MLA format. So why shouldn’t text
language be acceptable on school papers? Texting is like
shorthand reinvented. The amount of work that can
be accomplished in text language could easily triple
what can be accomplished now. The efficiency of students will only increase due to this new style of writing. Text language should replace MLA format and
should be required by all schools.
Text language will not only increase the efficiency of students, but it will also help raise spelling test scores. Instead of memorizing ten letter
words, the poor elementary students will only
have to memorize three or four letter acronyms.
For example, current elementary school students
are trying to memorize words like late, great, and
definitely. Instead of learning the actual spellings of these words, the kids would only need
to learn l8, gr8, and def. Not only will text format
help the little kids learn words faster, it will also help
them learn more. Learning short spellings of words
will increase memory capacity because they will no longer be weighed down with the letters that are not needed,
therefore allowing more space for things like math. Besides,
isn’t making students learn as much as they can the goal of
all teachers? So why not give them the opportunity to learn
as much as they can, as quick as they can? The school board
is only hindering the education of young minds by making
them proceed with the tedious efforts of spelling out words.
A student’s memory capacity increasing would not be
the only benefit of text writing. With this new style of

Cartoon drawn by Joseph Liao
writing, students would also be
helping the environment. Text writing makes it easier to get the message across in
a shorter amount of space. Think of all of the paper
we could save! Imagine how much money the school would
save just by changing this one minor detail. A four line sentence could easily be shortened into a one line sentence. The
amount of space it takes to write, “School is necessary to better the lives of your children,” could be shortened to, “skol
is neces 2 betr the livs of ur kids.” Who would have thought
that the simple words “laugh out loud” could be shortened to

“lol”? It is simply ingenious! English would not be the only
department that would benefit from text language. The social studies department could take advantage of it also. After
all, they are already using acronyms like NATO, UN, NASA,
WWII, GOP, and WWI. Not to mention the U.S. armed
forces use acronyms like MIA, POW, AWOL, CIA, NCIS,
and ROTC. They must have known that this would become
a trend, and they have been one step ahead for centuries! If
a group as official and honorable as our military can use text
language, why can’t the school use it as well?
Text language allows for more to be said in
a shorter amount of time. Note taking would
be revolutionized! College essays with a limit
at one thousand characters would no longer be a problem! It is much easier to
write a thousand characters when every
word is shortened. The colleges would
be able to learn more about each student
because more can be written. This would
help increase the student’s chances of getting
into the college. Also, kids would be smarter.
The amount of children who make it to the national spelling bee each year would only increase
because the spellings of the words would be easier
to remember. Parents would only thank the school
board for changing the style of writing.
Not only would the intelligence levels of
children increase but also the cell phone problem at schools would cease to exist. The use of
cell phones would be encouraged because of
their relevance. When asked what they are
doing with their cell phones, a student could
be honest and say that they are practicing their
English. This would be true, because after all, cell
phones are what started this craze. Eventually, children
will be given a cell phone to play with to learn how to use
this language rather than having to watch Baby Einstein. It is
because of this that we should incorporate text language into
our education system now rather than later.
Text language is catching on faster than Spanish, and
the school board should be prepared for what comes next.
English will soon be considered a second language and will
no longer be essential to communication. Texting is a part of
almost every child’s life and is now becoming a part of adults’
lives too. The school board needs to recognize this and take a
step into the 21st century.
Sincerely,
Concerned Student

Generation gap causes confusion over birthday list
By Leah Blachaniec
Dear Abby,
I am in an extremely inopportune position as a mother, for I am at a loss as to the
interpretation of my daughter’s birthday list
this year because I do not recognize any item
on her list. The commencement of my frustration was the fact that my daughter took
over a month to even get the list to me even
though I had asked for it multiple times. She
claims she sent it as a
message in

Facebook weeks ago, but I check my Facebook once a month, and I do not understand
why I never saw it! The list is rather large so
I hope you will be able to interpret what she
means and help alleviate my frustration and
resolve my confusion.
The first item on the list is Sherry’s,
which I am absolutely flabbergasted about.
My fourteen year old daughter expects me to
buy her an alcoholic beverage, and she put
Famous Footwear as the place to buy it. First
of all, I do not condone drinking and
will not enable my children, and obviously she must be on something to
think Famous Footwear sells Sherry.
To make matters worse, she says that
everyone has Sherry’s and without them she does not fit
in with her friends.
Just wait until she gets
b a c k
from
her
fa-

ther’s house, and she will be hearing it from
me! I thought she learned something in
D.A.R.E. but her friends and probably her
father are corrupting her mind, which is evident in her next choice.
Also, my daughter is asking for a webcam for Snipe. Seriously, should I be worried about her? I am not sure why a webcam would be needed if she wanted to be
a sniper. She could just ask her father for a
gun; I’m sure he has plenty of them. All joking aside, I am considering taking her to get
psychiatric help because she is obviously having thoughts about murder. And wanting a
webcam to record the gruesome deed just so
she can put it on mytube? COD, that fishing
game must really be getting to her.
The next one really hits close to my
heart. I mean, I know I am not that great of
a cook, but I take offense that she asked for
a gift card to Munchies. Honestly, if the girl
is hungry, she should eat more. I do my best
to provide edible food at the dinner table,
and she barely ever eats. She is very picky,
and I try to make food she will enjoy, but
I have absolutely no idea what I should do.
Is confronting her about my cooking the
best choice or should I just get her the gift

Cartoon drawn by Diaga Shinohara

card and allow her to spoil her appetite? Furthermore, since when is there a restaurant
that sells munchies? It is a wonder kids never
want to eat their dinner.
Fortunately, my daughter tends to like
fashion and is always up to date with the latest clothing. However, it is surprising to me
that she really wants a pair of brown Ugly
boots. I mean seriously, the word “ugly” constitutes a dead giveaway that the boots are
clearly not fashionable! I really do not wish
to offend her or hurt her feelings, but I think
I need to tell my daughter that a pair of Ugly
boots is probably not a flattering possession.
Like any good parent would, I would just be
trying to warn her ahead of time and spare
her some grief.
The list my daughter gave me this year
is much longer than any she has ever given
me in the past, so I do not want to disappoint her. I clearly have a lot to work with
this year, but I am still confused, and I am
not sure about what to do for most of these
circumstances. I certainly could use some expert advice, which would be greatly appreciated, and I thank you in advance.
Sincerely,
Ima Outtadaloop
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The unknown and unseen at CHS
Built in 1970, Copley High School encompasses four and a half acres under its roof and 57 acres, including the athletic fields. CHS students walk
down the same halls for 720 days until they graduate. Most students feel they know the building like the back of their hand; however, there may still be
places that the majority of the students have not entered.
By Iman AbdoulKarim

Faculty Lounge

BOE Office

The faculty lounge serves as a
place where staff members can get
away from the teenagers that fill their
days. It is a two room facility equipped
with a sofa, lunch tables, and a partial
kitchen. The lounge is located in the
same hallway as the elevator between
the 150s and 170s hallways.

Many have never seen the Board of Education members, but we know they are the decision
makers of the district. The main office entrance is
located on the east side of the building next to the
teachers’ parking lot.

Photos By Terriona Morgan

Culinary Kitchen

Chef-Preparation Hospitality Management
students are getting a head start in the culinary
field in the in-school vocational program. The
students use the full service kitchen to prepare
meals for building staff members on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays and during other
school events.

Dark Room

Comtech Studio
The dark room is used by students in Intro to
Photography classes. It is located between the ceramics room and Mrs. Addis’ classroom. To ensure that
no light will enter the room and ruin the developing
photos, the entrance way is a cylinder shaped revolving capsule that transports one person at a time into
the room.

The Comtech students, taught
by Mr. Harder, use the studio
daily to film and edit the morning announcements. The room
includes several cameras and
the Comtech set. It is adjacent
to a sound-proof recording studio and a complete computer
lab with over 20 computers. The studio is located down the hall from
the guidance office and next to the wood shop.

High school sweethearts through the ages
By Taylor Beard

the newer technology that has redefined high
Joanie and Chachi from Happy Days. school relationships with phrases like “talkZack and Kelly from Saved by the Bell. Cory ing” and “Facebook-official,” the typical high
and Topanga from Boy Meets World. These school sweethearts can still be seen today.
Seniors Alexander Garrett and Moriah
quintessential couples can all be described
Griggs
met at Fort Island Primary School
with one simple phrase: high school sweetwhen
they
were both in the third grade.
hearts.
From
then
on,
the two were inseparable.
The term “high school sweethearts” was
“We
were
best friends through all of
first used to describe couples that dated durmiddle
school,”
said Griggs.
ing their high school years. Even with all of
However, during their junior
year of high school, the two began
to date when they went to Homecoming together in the fall.
From then on, the pair, who
describes themselves as “almost exactly alike,” were on the fast track
to becoming the class of 2012’s
“Cutest Couple,” as voted by their
senior class peers this year.
When they are together, the
two enjoy the simple things, such
as watching movies, going out to
eat, and sitting down to talk to
one another.
Garrett and Griggs can commend their strong, year and a half
relationship to “lots of communication” and their frequent “oneon-one talks.”
“I think Moriah and AG reSenior couple Moriah Griggs and Alally show that couples can last
exander Garret at their senior Winter
through high school. They are a
Formal.
perfect fit,” said junior and friend
Photo By Brandon Gross

of the couple, Laylaa AbdoulKarim.
Skyping, and traveling back and forth to visit
Another couple that could also be put one another.
under the category of high school sweet“The way I see it, high school dating has
hearts is history teacher, Dana Janini, and pretty much stayed the same,” said Janini.
her husband of 31 years, Paul.
“We knew each other since grade
school. We went to the same church
and were in the same PSR classes,”
Janini said.
Like Garrett and Griggs, Mrs.
Janini and her husband began dating
when he took her to his high school
Homecoming. Mrs. Janini went to
Manchester High School while Mr.
Janini attended Green High School.
“My mom teases me that I met
him when I was two days old because
we were born in the same hospital
and stayed in the same nursery while
we were there,” said Janini.
Janini and her husband dated
throughout their junior and senior
years of high school and continued
their relationship, even after attending different colleges, The University
of Akron and The Ohio State University, respectively.
“We didn’t have internet, so we
wrote letters to each other every day,”
Janini said.
Both Garrett and Griggs are pre- Mrs. Janini and her husband of 31
pared to adjust their relationship ac- years at her senior Homecoming.
cordingly when they go to college in Photo courtesty of Mrs. Janini
the fall by lots of phone calls, texting,
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How much bread would you spend on your threads?
By Taylor Powell
Many different styles of dress crowd the hallways of a high school. Often times, these styles are similar to one another; only a number stand out amongst the crowd. While the usual
shopping spots for students include popular brands like Aeropostle, American Eagle and Hollister, some individuals make a statement by digressing from what most know as the “norm.”
Nowadays splurging on a name brand pair of jeans or traveling to a thrift store in search of a uniquely-styled shirt is becoming more common.

vs.

The Thrifter
Each day, delivering new combinations of intriguing
clothing, is a junior who chooses to thrift, not to save money,
but to avoid seeing others with the same clothes he wears.
Junior Tevin Griffin says he has thrifted his whole life.
Around six or seven years of age, Griffin began to notice that
the stores he was going to were not regular shopping malls, but
in fact thrift shops. When he was a child, Griffin found toys in
these unique stores but now, he shops probably “three or four
times, every two weeks,” for clothing.
While most people may not be comfortable with wearing
clothing from thrift stores, Griffin says, “Thrifting has always
had a positive effect on me, even if I was made fun of for it.”
Not the only person in his family with a unique sense of
style, Griffin thinks that his whole family is “swaggy,” because
they wear what they want to wear. The confidence his grandmother had and mother has, gives Griffin inspiration to put on
clothing that may seem different and crazy.
Junior Jordan Epps met Griffin at Lichfield Middle School
in sixth grade. Epps says that “Tevin has this certain kind of
nonchalant attitude when it comes to the way he dresses. It’s
very cool and different, sort of the way his personality is.”
Thrift stores are what fuel Griffin’s style of clothing. He
goes to a store, expecting to leave with something worth buying. Sometimes he ends up with clothing that he may never
wear or that are too small. However, Griffin enjoys the fact
that some of the clothing he finds may not be name brand, but
pieces that others have worn or even made. Griffin calls these
special finds, “crafted.”
“Searching for those clothes is a fun thing for me. I enjoy
that more than going to the mall and finding the same things
that everyone else wears,” he said.
Sometimes having to travel far, Griffin and his mother
go to different thrift stores when they need something to do.
Nowadays, “because all the good stuff is gone,” the two have
to search past some of the local thrift stores that most people
know of. Nonetheless, thrifting for Griffin is a fun hobby. He
recalls that he has found money in pockets and even collectors’
items while shopping.
Whether it’s preppy, sporty, or punk, oftentimes labels are
what make an individual’s fashion. But for a thrifty junior who
changes it up every single day, the only word he has for describing his style is, “Tevin.”

Guess Dress:
$195.00

Blazer: $3.00

Pin:$1.00

Shirt: $2.00

Guess Heels:
$125.00

Wonderful Wednesday

The Designer Diva
When she was younger, her mother bought her clothes,
bathing suits and shoes. With every new outfit, a fashion
show was put on with music playing in the background and
her mother narrating the pieces the toddler was wearing, as
she strutted her stuff, walking out of the closet.
Now a junior, Summer Albrecht is often noticed for her
high-priced, name brand style. She says that she has spent
close to 600 dollars in a span of four or five months on clothing. Having never thrifted before, Albrecht’s favorite brands
are Bebe, Guess and Victoria’s Secret.
“I always look in the sales, of course, to see if I like anything. But usually everything is taken in my size. I would love
for it to be discounted but if not, it’s fine,” said Albrecht. She
does not buy clothes for the prices, but instead buys clothes
because she likes them.
Having no real fashion inspiration, Albrecht creates her
own style with the clothes she buys. She says that she does
her own thing, and does not follow anyone.
Her biggest purchases are on tops and dresses. Albrecht
says she chooses to buy such expensive clothing simply because of the quality and higher-standard look they have,
compared to common brands like Wet Seal. She describes
her best find as a flowy, black dress from Guess, which had
the back cut out.
“I’m in love with fashion, so whatever I see that I love, I
just have to have,” said Albrecht.
Although other students may notice that she has an expensive-looking style, Albrecht is comfortable wearing sweat
pants and not necessarily dressing her finest every day.
At seventeen years old, she already aspires to go to Kent
State University and study Fashion Design. In the future, she
also wants to study abroad in Paris.
“Sometime around fourth grade she [Summer] started
drawing these outfits and continues to do so this very day,”
said Summer’s mom, Nannette Albrecht. “I knew then that
she had talent.”
Over the summer, Albrecht vacationed in Hawaii with
her family. Throughout the trip, she and her mother wore
shirts made by Albrecht herself. Shop owners saw the original
shirts and showed interest in selling them in their stores. She
was even asked for a business card a number of times.
“As my daughter approaches her senior year, I hope she
still wants to pursue fashion,” said Mrs. Albrecht. “I see the
talent in her, and with her personality, she could go far.”
With a big closet and even bigger dreams, Albrecht definitely makes a statement with her name brand clothing.

Sneaker heads
By Kayla Miller

The founders of “Wonderful Wednesday,” who enjoy dressing up,
include seniors (left to right) Denny Check, Nick Pupino, Tyler Mastrangelo, Max Pristic, Taylor Graf, Chris Lane, and Brad Ruhaak.
Photo by Taylor Beard

By Taylor Beard
During the mid-week slump, most
students turn to sweatpants, t-shirts, and
sweatshirts to get them through the rest of
the week. However, in the crowd of comfort,
a few seniors stand out in their well-dressed
apparel.
In the middle of the 2011-2012 school
year, seniors Max Pristic and Taylor Graf
established “Wonderful Wednesday,” a
weekly event dedicated to dressing in casual,
yet sophisticated, apparel on Wednesdays.

The hashtag, #Wonderfulwednesday, can
even be seen on many of the boys’ Twitters
to proclaim the day of fine apparel.
“We wanted to bring class back to
Copley High School,” said co-founder Taylor
Graf.
The group got the idea when Graf
and Pristic found out they had the same
sweater and decided to wear it on the same
day. According to Graf, this evolved into a
“movement.”
Continued on Page 8
See WEDNESDAY

Marilyn Monroe once said, “Give a girl
the right shoes, and she can conquer the
world.” But does the same apply for boys and
their tennis shoes? Senior Andrew Schindewolf and junior Alonzo Burt both share the
love of a fresh new pair of sneakers.
Burt has had a love for tennis shoes since
he was eight years old.
“I love them so much because they are
just another way to express myself,” he said.
In the past, Burt’s mom used to pay for
his shoe fetish, but now since he has a job at
McDonald’s, he pays for them on his own.
“I take care of my shoes more now that
I know I worked hard to pay for them,” he
said.
To find out release dates of the newest
shoes, Burt does his research by looking up
blog sites for exact dates. Once he knows the
dates, times and locations, he can be found
standing in line at that store holding a box
with a size 12 on the side.
Last year, Burt took an adventure to
Chapel Hill mall at one in the morning where
he fought through Black Friday crowds and
waited for his Air Jordan Concord 11’s.
When Burt brings home a new pair of
shoes his mom repeatedly asks him the same

Over the years, junior Alzonzo Burt
has collected over 20 pair of tennis
shoes.
Photo by Taylor Powell

question: “Why did you buy those? You have
too many.” His mom also encourages him to
give away his older shoes he doesn’t wear, but
Burt feels an attachment to them.
Continued on Page 8
See SNEAKERS
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The quiet power behind introversion
By Iman Abdoulkarim

very similar and enjoyed doing the same things. As they grew
older so did their personalities, and they now consider themJunior twins Monica and Natalie Leach think of each selves opposites in many aspects. Monica labels herself as an
other as “best friends.” Like many twins, as children they were
extroverted, talkative person
that enjoys social gatherings.
In contrast, Natalie feels she
is an introvert. While Natalie
is sometimes encouraged to
be more extroverted, studies
are now proving that introverted tendencies are beneficial in the long run.
Many categorize themselves and others as introverted or extroverted. While the
term introvert usually takes
on a negative connotation,
30 percent of the population falls under this category,
according to a recent article
featured in TIME magazine.
Shyness and introversion are
two terms incorrectly related
to one other. An introvert is
not necessarily shy.
“I still like to go out
with my sister and have a
good time,” said Natalie.
Shyness is a form of anxiety characterized by the fear
of social judgment and inhibited behavior. Shy people
Junior twins Natalie and Monica Leach (from left) consider thempurposely avoid social situaselves different in many aspects. Monica identifies herself as an
tions due to fear, while introextrovert, and Natalie is a self-proclaimed introvert.
verted people simply prefer

to be alone in some situations.
“Natalie doesn’t mind reading and listening to music
and just having a relaxing night to herself,” said Monica.
Susan Cain, author of the new book Quiet: The Power of
Introverts in a World that Can’t Stop Talking says that there is
a “subtle bias against introverts, and it’s generating a waste of
talent and energy and happiness.”
Referencing Cain, TIME explains that introverts tend
to have more genuine and deep relationships. Natalie says
she tends to be timid around large groups but finds it easiest
to open up to those she “really knows.”
Introverts are also proven to be good listeners, and they
are said to be more aware of their environment. Monica says
that Natalie is “great listener” that always reassures her in difficult situations and keeps her “grounded.”
Natalie absorbs a lot from being around her sister, and
feels like Monica’s “sponge.”
Introverts find it easier to spend long periods of time
in solitude, which is the best way to master a skill. Over the
years, Natalie has had a growing interest in art, and she has
taken several art classes at the high school along with private
lessons from her neighbor.
“I’m happy that they’re close as sisters and able to enjoy
each other’s different personalities at the same time,” said Jan
Leach, Monica and Natalie’s mother.
Jane Collingwood, author of The Benefits of Being Introverted, states that employers value classic introvert approaches. Without strong impulsive tendencies, introverts consider
their “actions and others’ opinions rather than acting first
and thinking later.”
With introverted qualities becoming scarce and valuable
in a world encouraged to be extroverted, the phrase “watch
out for the quiet ones” should be taken more seriously.
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At CHS, “it takes two to make a thing go right”
The Introverts

French
teacher
Lisa Ong

Math teacher
Michelle
Flanagan

The Extroverts

Principal
Cameron
Ryba

Secretary
Laura
Campbell

History
teacher
Heather
Estright

English
teacher
Sara
Zimmerman

WEDNESDAY

SNEAKERS

Continued from page 7

Continued from page 7

Wednesday was chosen because it gave the group
something to look forward to during the middle of
the week. Even those who do not partake enjoy the
coming of Wednesday.
“I get excited to see what each one of them is
going to wear,” said junior Taylor Farber.
The group of students, including seniors Reid
Torrens, Nick Pupino, Tyler Mastrangelo, Chris
Lane, Brad Ruuhak, Denny Check and juniors Riley
Grant and Aaron Boles, has a set list of attire that
they consider under the category of “well-dressed.”
The accepted apparel includes sweaters, dress shirts,
khaki pants, ties, and cardigans. However, jeans are
off-limits. The boys unanimously agree that their
look could be described as “classy with a hint of
seductiveness.”
On the rare occasion that a group member does
not dress up on Wednesday, Graf said that the person
is “ostracized” for the rest of the day.
On Wednesdays, the boys receive many
compliments for their impressive attire. Even after
the passing of “Wonderful Wednesday” they take
pride in the way they dress.
“When you look good, you feel good,” said
Pristic.
This trend has seemed to catch on, with other
students establishing their own day of fashion, “Fancy
Friday.” However, The “Wonderful Wednesday” boys
shake off their competition, calling them “posers.”
Although their clothing on Wednesdays may be
very similar, one group member stands out among
the rest.
“Reid Torrens is probably the best dresser,” said
Graf. “He tries really hard.”

“I keep all the shoes I’ve
outgrown,” he said. “Sometimes I pull them down and
just look at them.”
Burt and Schindewolf
both agree that a compliment
on their shoes will boost their
confidence.
“I love when people
compliment me on my shoes.
That means they’re noticing
my style,” said Shindewolf.
Schindewolf has had a
love for sneakers since he was
in middle school. Owning
about 20 pairs, he plans his
outfits around his shoes daily.
Schindewolf ’s most expensive
pair of shoes are his Jordan
True Blues, which cost him
around $170.
Although this seems like
a lot of money to fork out for
one pair of shoes, it’s no comparison to one of the most
expensive sets of sneakers out
there. The Nike Air Zoom
Kobe 1’s each have a different city drawn on top of the
shoes. Packaged in wooden
boxes autographed by Kobe
Bryant, the 25 pairs each sold
for $29,999.99.
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Senior girl dares to dirt bike
of ten.
“When Sam
came up to me and
asked if she could
try motocross, I
thought she was
going through a
phase,” said her
father, Gary Vallish. “Then when
we got out on the
track, I knew this
was
something
that she would
keep doing for the
rest of her life.”
Mr. Vallish
loves to give Sam
pointers
about
things she can improve on. Racing
gives him a break
from work and lets
him spend time
Senior Sam Vallish rides her dirt bike in her with his daughter
and his friends
backyard.
Photo courtesy of Sam Vallish
who race.
“My dad moBy Amy Smith
tivates me everyday to keep trying, and
Growing up, most girls played he is always there for me no matter
with Beanie Babies and Barbies; how- what. He has taught me everything I
ever, senior Samantha Vallish could know,” said Vallish.
always be found outside playing in the
Vallish usually practices in her
dirt and mud. This childhood love of backyard or with her friends in the
the outdoors led her to take up a male- summer in West Virginia. Her favorite
dominated sport, motocross, at the age part of racing is when she passes the

finish line and pulls off her helmet,
making all the boys on the track realize they were beaten by a girl.
“Sometimes racing against guys
makes me feel like an outsider, but I
also know that it makes me stand out
always being the only girl,” said Vallish. “I guess it gives me more drive
knowing that people watch me.”
Vallish’s most memorable win
was in southern Ohio. She said it was
one of her “best” races. At the end
of it, she jumped on the podium, and
her knees buckled, making her fall.
“I get this huge adrenaline rush
when I win,” said Vallish.
She has not had any injuries while
racing and hopes it stays that way.
She makes sure she is protected when
she rides. To stay safe, Vallish tries to
make sure her adrenaline doesn’t take
over too much.
In the off-season, she makes videos about racing. She also practices,
mentally and physically trains, and
watches supercross.
After eight years of racing, Vallish has won so many competitions
that there are “too many to count.”
She has traveled all over the United
States to race. This year Vallish will be
going to Nationals, which takes place
in Georgia, Florida, North Carolina,
and South Carolina. Nationals begin
the second week of March.

Rugby team has high
hopes for new season
By Derek Brown
While the football
players walk on the field in
their helmets and pads, the
rugby players take the turf
with nothing but the shirts
on their backs and the pride
in their hearts.
Copley has a rugby club
that seems to be inspiring a
few athletes throughout the
school. The club started 11
years ago, and the program
continues to build.
The team often grows
by recruiting male students
who want to try something
new and different in high
school.
Junior Dimitri Karakis
traded in his football jersey
for a rugby polo.
“Football was very
competitive, and rugby
happened to be a lot more
open,” he said. “Rugby was
a lot less stressful and not a
big time requirement.”
Although the time
commitment may be less
strenuous, Karakis cautions
that rugby is not for the
weak.

“It takes a lot of strength
and endurance,” he said.
Karakis also enjoys the
camaraderie of his team.
The rugby players have a
lot of spirit and attempt to
show it before each and every game.
“We dress up in our
uniforms during school to
show spirit and to let people
know we’re playing rugby,”
says Karakis. “We find it fun
to wear our whole uniform,
short-shorts and all, making
people look twice.”
The team plays about
eight games per season. The
schedule consists of teams
such as Revere, Highland,
Medina, Hudson, Mentor,
and Coventry.
After finishing last season with a 4-3 record, they
hope to improve their record
by “gaining more skill and
not relying solely on size,”
said junior Cory Schepp.
Sophomore Amir Ali
says he will do “whatever it
takes to win.”
Students can support
the team at its first game on
April 1 against St. Edwards.

Are Cleveland fans prepared to be witnesses...again?
Brown’s
Lowdown
By Derek Brown
Is it a possibility that LeBron James
could be leaving South Beach, Miami and
taking his talents to Cleveland once again?
To a Cleveland fan, it seems impossible to
think of James returning to a place where
fans have sold toilet paper made from his jerseys, torn down his posters, and burned his
apparel on the streets.
“Maybe the ones burning my jersey,”
said James, “were never LeBron fans anyway.”
After his Feb. 17 game against the Cavaliers, James fueled fiery discussions with this
comment: “It would be fun to play in front
of these (Cleveland) fans again. I had a lot
of fun times in my seven years here. You
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can’t predict the future, and
hopefully I continue to stay
healthy. I’m here as a Miami
Heat player, and I’m happy
where I am now, but I don’t
rule that out in no sense.”
James can opt out of his
contract at the end of the
2013-14 season, and speculation is he will strongly consider leaving Miami due to his unhappiness
with Pat Riley’s leadership.
Cleveland is a popular place for free
agents to consider seeing as we have a great
young player in Kyrie Irving. Irving and
James playing side by side as teammates
would be exciting to watch, whether we
want to admit it or not.
With Irving as point guard, James would
finally have part of the supporting cast he always desired in Cleveland.
In the categories related to scoring and
shooting efficiency, Irving beats James in every statistic compared to James’ rookie season including: points scored, points scored

per game, and field goal percentage. It is also
necessary to point out that this time eight
years ago, James’ rookie season, the Cavs’
record was 6-16; Irving has led the Cavs to
three more wins with the record of 9-13.
Not to mention, Irving actually comes
through in clutch situations, unlike James
who is infamous for his “disappearing acts”
in the fourth quarter of high-stakes games.
This season, against Boston, Irving made a
last second, weaving, lay-up to win the game.
Only a few days later, he finished the final
basket against the NBA champion Dallas
Mavericks.
“You can’t be afraid down the stretch of
games. The only time I’m nervous is if I’m
unprepared. I practice those shots every day,”
said Irving. “If you miss, it’s just basketball.
It’s just a game.”
However, despite Irving’s appeal, it
might be difficult for James to come running back to Cleveland with his tail tucked
between his legs. Did everyone suddenly
forget the letter Gilbert wrote to all Cavalier
supporters regarding James going to Miami?

Gilbert called James’ act a “cowardly betrayal” and a “shameful display of selfishness.”
Even if Gilbert did allow James to come
back to Cleveland, James would not want to
enter an organization where the owner hates
him.
If the adage “Time can heal all wounds,”
is, in fact, true, then the fans of Cleveland
need at least until the 2013-14 season to entertain the thought of James’ return. Even
Cavs guard Daniel “Boobie” Gibson, who
played with James, had this to say: ‘’I don’t
think he’d be welcome. Not with the way
that went down. It was a pretty tough situation. I’m sure they wouldn’t feel comfortable
with that at all.’’
James is most likely not coming back
to Cleveland simply because most of the
fan base will still hate him for embarrassing Cleveland on national television. The
only way he might regain the fan base is if
he broadcasts a one hour special called “The
Apology.” Odds are, that is not going to happen.

Get in the Game at Towpath!
x
x
x
x

Thirteen indoor & two outdoor courts
Ten USPTA-certified teaching professionals
Group and private instruction for all ages
Match play, ball machines, free demo
racquets and more!

Northeast Ohio’s Largest Pro Shop!

Play Walk-On Tennis with your friends!
$10/singles; $6/doubles per hour
per person—NO GUEST FEES!
6-9 p.m. Friday & 8 a.m.-noon Sunday

Walk on only; no reservations. First come first served. Play may vary.

2108 Akron-Peninsula Rd.
Akron, OH 44313 330.928.8763
www.towpathtennis.com
Visit us on Facebook & Twitter!















 






